Down to business: sign right here, Sydney

Artists create brand
new pieces to viefora
$150,000 prize, wriles
Clare Morgan.

PURISTS meay blame st the jdeas
of an armwork featuring e
names or logos of more than 250
oompnies, st weth 3150000 up
for grabe: for the winmes, who's
veoiried aboul artistic niceties?

Toumed &= Avsrralla’s nichest art
prrize, the Signanire of Sydney
PrOeCr Aims v capaure the essenes
of Bydney, and that inchodes its
shiny commencial hide.

The brainchild of the art
collecoors Bengamin Jung and
Karsien Knoer, the prize is
hunded largely by bousinecees
that have each parved with
F2000, and for that their name
or logowill appear somewhere
in the winming artwork.

The big corporte puns are
there, including AGL Philss,

St Georpe Bank and Telors, There
are also plenty of smaller organ-
bsations, mnging from Bar kalia mo
Glebe Dental Group to the Master
Plumbers Adeociaiiom of NEW.

The resulring artwodks are as
inirEning as they ane varied: a
jumibde of thongs and sandals
stamped with logos, a gagele of
ssmiming costames with brand-
ing o0 their hacksides, 3 big
lipstick kizz blowing out logos an
Aboriginal-leoking woek made up
O COTNATY NAMIES.

Lastweekend, dee judpges
inchuding Judith Blackall from
e Wuseum of Contemporary
Arr, Jacrueline Clayton from the
College of Fine Ars’ Schoal aof
Diesign Smudies, Claire Armetrong,

Sa Sydney .. Wr&nhmmmmmmwwmmm Phiols Sheuen Siowed

the edior-a-large of Are & Azce-
ralio magazine and galley
direcror Connie Distrechold
seleciod Swords from the pyore
than 120" conoepts™ recetmed.
The public can vote on e
S0when they goon diplay from
Oetcher 7 at Dienayne. And o, s
nod thee Eammewne Spdney park e
ihe Harvey Mormsae o form
e emporim in Alerandeis
Omce the votes are tallisd,
2 finalisz will be asked oo
produice a full artwork and the
winner Wil be chosen by a jury
thar inchides A Callery of NEW
coraror Tomy Bond and rhe NESW
Tourism Minister, Sandrs Mo,
Jang, who arrined from

(Germany foor years sen and Hied
Sydncy somnch be made i his
ome, 53y5 he wanted to capmere
the tros exenor of Smineyina
way that combined the citysant,
lifesmyle srehserture and
COIINErre

A ithere was alsy the small
marter of gering bitinesoes
tmrrodved imart.

“T think everyone should
promote the arts. & dossan't matter
vt poutdn *he s At cnbe
diffienl for people the langnsase
s’ abways eacy.”

He notes tha some businesse
h:;uﬂmtiff idea as away
] W Lhe e AS =
the e bew sy he has ET

ensure the project isnft used
simphyasa busines mal.
“People love to come on boand,
becapre L2000 = mothing from a
markering persmeciive. Bt we
iried o find oq i) wers
passionate ahout the ans amnd
about Sydney. We dido’t wane it

fust to be a banding exepcise.”

Az for all theee logos, Jong
poinrs our the bdes b not new, In
ihe 18h cennury an image= af a
feamring the names of mamyof
the city's then businesses. Prints
of that image still hang inoffices
around the aty, incheding at the
Unirersicy Clubyin Phillip Strees.

As for dee 2006 croq, S saye

Ahead .. delﬂul' a 'I'Erlh-l:tuhlrf
wark picturing a future Sydmey.

“Ithinkic’s diverse enough.
What's missing a livtle biris
completely abstract pieoes, but1
think the art scenein Anstralian
't s absrract as it could be.,

“There are 30 o025 pleces
that [ think are really high-
calibre, But it's all very
subjective. ATt is a bit lile wine:
acheap hottle of wine can taste
az good Lo some people asa
really expensive one. This
izn'ra beauly cones ora
pop ovent. Everyone brings
theirown seosibilities to it
when they vote.”

The winmner of the $150000 will
be announced in December, The
rungeer-up Wil receive $20,000
and third prize = wol KO,

The final 20 wosks will be
auctioned, with the artists receiv-
imy; half the proceeds and the rest
goirrg to the Make-A-Wish found-
azbon. All the bapanesses that tonk
parr will recefive & prin of the

mnmngwut‘rt
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e signatureal sydney.com.au,


http://www.signatureofsydney.com.au/

